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CourseDescription

Thiscourseguidesstudentstodeveloptheconceptualknowledgeandanalyticalskills
foranin-depthdescriptionoftheEnglishclause,withafocusonsubordinateclauses.It
examines the formalcharacteristics and functions ofembedded (ordownranked)
clauses and the forms and meanings ofhypotactic clauses (ornon-embedded
subordinate clauses).Students’knowledge ofbasic notions such as rank scale,
rankshift/embedding,grammaticalunit,grammaticalclass,and function willbe
consolidatedanddeepened.

CourseContent

Week Topics SuggestedReadings

1-2 TheEnglishclauseinrelationtoorganising
principlesofgrammar

 TheEnglishgrammaticalrankscale

- constituentrelationship

- consist-of-relationship

 Rankshift(orembedding)

- rankingclauses

- downranked(orembedded)clauses

Thompson(2014:Ch.2)

3 Basicconceptsingrammaticalanalysis

 Grammaticalunit/rank

 Grammaticalclass

 Grammaticalfunction/element

Downing(2014:Unit2)

4-5 Subordinateclausesandformalmarking

 Thefinitesubordinateclause

 Thenon-finitesubordinateclause

 Theverblessclause(i.e.finitesubordinate
clauseswithellipticalelements)

Quirk&Greenbaum (1973,
pp.310-313)

Downing(2014,pp.12-13)

6-7 Formsandfunctionsofnominalclauses
(embeddedclauses)

Quirk&Greenbaum (1973,
pp.316-322)



2

 that-nominalclause

 wh-nominalclause

 Nominalrelativeclause

 Infinitivenominalclause(to-infinitiveand
bareinfinitive)

 -ing-nominalclause

8-10 Relativeclauses
 Form oftherelativeclause
 Restrictiverelativeclause(embedded

subordinateclause)
 Non-restrictiverelativeclause(non-

embeddedsubordinateclause)
 Factorsdeterminingthechoiceofthe

relativepronoun

Quirk&Greenbaum (1973,
pp.380-384)

11-
13

Formsandmeaningsofadverbialclauses
(rankingornon-embeddedsubordinateclauses)

 time

 condition

 reason

 purpose

 manner

 concession

Quirk&Greenbaum (1973,
pp.322-330)

Downing(2014,pp.262-
266)
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